THE  SUN  AND  THE  SERPENT

sun occupies a prominent position, being carved
upon the roof and other parts of the building.
In these primitive shrines I could discover no
trace of any connection between the Naga and
the Phallus. The worship is simply that of the
Naga demigods, as descendants of the Sun, and
ancestors of the Solar race. The Devas, too,
whose temples are found throughout the Hima-
laya, are deified Kshatriyas, and ancestors of
the people. The rites and ceremonial at the
Naga temples are essentially the same as those
at the temples of the Devas. And it is very
unlikely that any important change has occurred,
in this respect, since the ancient times when
Swarga was occupied by the Nagas and the
Devas. In each case, goats and sheep are sacri-
ficed, votive offerings are made, rights and incense
are burned, the smoke of cedar is used for puri-
fication and protection against evil spirits,
circumambulation of the temple takes place, and
the deity is consulted through his inspired pro-
phet. This representative of the deity sometimes
passes through the fire, or inhales the smoke of
burning cedar, and almost always does penance
with the sungal or iron scourge. Music and
dancing form an important part of the cere-
monial. The musicians are often of aboriginal
race, and being therefore considered as of lower
caste, are not allowed to approach within a
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